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pitched battle. Always too intent on building
more ships instead of fighting with those he had,
he is therefore not remembered in the glorious
companionship of Perry and Macdonough.

This failure to act at the moment when Jacob
Brown was so valiantly endeavoring to wrest from
the British the precious Niagara peninsula was
responsible for the desperate and inconclusive
battle of Lundy's Lane. Winfield Scott frankly
blamed the unsuccessful result upon the freedom
with which the British troops and supplies were
moved on Lake Ontario. For ten days Jacob
Brown had remained in a painful state of suspense
and perplexity, until finally the word came that
nobody knew when the American fleet would sail.
As he had feared, the British command, able to
move its troops unmolested across the lake,
planned to attack him in the rear and to cut
his communications on the New York side of the
Niagara River. For this purpose two enemy brigs
were filled with troops and were sent over to Fort
Niagara with more to follow.

It was to parry this threat that Brown moved
his forces and brought about the clash at Lundy','
Lane.    "As it appeared," he explained, "that th
enemy with his increased strength was about